
Places Change

We can learn about changes from pictures and photographs of a place. 

Here are three photographs of Peel. One was taken about 100 years ago. Another was taken 
about 40 years ago and the other was taken recently. Look at the pictures. Can you say which 
was taken when? Why do you think this? What clue are there to help you? 

Now look more closely at the three pictures. Each one shows a building. What do you notice 
that is similar? How are they different?  

If you have studied the three pictures carefully, you will have realised that the pictures show 
the same building. If you are able to go for your exercise in this part of Peel, you will see it 
on Christian Street. Many old buildings, and lots of building that are not so old change over 
time. Some changes are small, such as being decorated or repaired. Sometimes buildings are 
made larger. Have you had any changes made to your home? 

Sometimes, buildings change their use, or may be knocked down for 
something different. 

Look again at the three pictures. What do you think this building was used for when it was 
built? Talk to your parents. You may be able to speak on the phone to older members of you 
family. Can they remember what it was used for? It has changed its use more than once. 

Do you know what this building is used for now? 

I know that places change and I can explain how they have 
changed over time. 
I can suggest reasons (causes) why places are changed. 

For this activity, you need to be able to talk about how places change. 

Your child will need help to read the text and talk about the 
theme of places changing over time.



Here are some more photographs from two places in Peel. Can you match 
old and new? How has each place changed ? 

Mystery places. if you would like to do some more detective work, look at 
these pictures of Peel. Where is the picture taken? What is the place 
used for now? What did it used to be used for? Again, you will need help 
from someone older in your family to help you. If you are stuck, an answer 
sheet is also provided. 



abt 100 years  
ago

Places Change 
ANSWERS

We can learn about changes from pictures of a place. 
Here are three photographs of Peel. One was taken about 100 years ago. Another was taken 
about 40 years ago and the other was taken recently. Look at the pictures. Can you say which 
was taken when? Why do you think this? What clue are there to help you? 

Now look more closely at the three pictures. Each one shows a building. What do you notice 
that is similar? How are they different?  

If you have studied the three pictures carefully, you will have realised that the pictures show 
the same building. If you are able to go for your exercise in this part of Peel you will see it on 
Christian Street. Many old buildings, and lots of buildings that are not so old change over time. 
Some changes are small, such as being decorated or repaired. Sometimes buildings are made 
larger. Have you had any changes made to your home? 

Sometimes, building change their use, or may be knocked down for 
something different. 
Look again at the three pictures. What do you think this building was used for when it was 
built? Talk to your parents. You may be able to speak on the phone to older members of you 
family. Can they remember what it was used for? It has changed its use more than once. 

Do you know what this building is used for now? 
People live here in apartments. 

I know that places change and I can explain how they have 
changed over time. 
I can suggest reasons (causes) why places are changed. 

For this activity, you need to be able to talk about how places change. 

abt 40 years ago recent

The photos show the same style and shape of windows, porch and walls. The brickwork is differently coloured 
and the black and white photo (the oldest) shows no traffic or traffic signs. It also shows iron railings.

The oldest photo is poorer quality and black and white. The people are in old fashioned clothes and there are 
no motor vehicles around. (Cars had been invented, but the were not common and very expensive.) 
The picture from about 40 years ago is in colour, but the car, lorry and van are older designs. They are more 
boxy. Modern vehicles have a more curved shape. The colours are not fashionable today either.

The picture shows Christian Court on Christian Street. It was built as the Primitive Methodist Chapel, but was 
later used as a furniture warehouse.

You can discuss these questions at home.



Here are some more photographs from two places in Peel. Can you match 
old and new? How has each place changed ? 

Mystery places. If you would like to do some more detective work, look at 
these pictures of Peel. Where is the picture taken? What is the place 
used for now? What did it used to be used for? Again, you will need help 
from someone older in your family to help you. If you are stuck, an answer 
sheet is also provided. 

This is the entrance to Milan Vets in Douglas Street. It used to be the 
Peel Post Office. The Post Office moved further up the road past the car 
park.

This is the Philip Christian Centre. If you look carefully, you will see our 
school sheep above the window. This building was Peel Clothworkers’ 
School. Before our school was built in 1953, this building was the Infants 
School. The Junior School was a larger building that stood where 
Shoprite is on Derby Road.  

Did You Know? 
Part of the Junior Building was the workshop for lessons such as 
woodwork. That part of the school was used as the doctors surgery 
before the new medical centre was built. Now all that is there is a car 
park.

The railway station closed because it was 
too expensive to keep the steam trains 
running on every line. 
Did you know? 
Today the site has been changed to the 
House of Manannan. Part of the old 
station building is still there, but most of 

This is St Peter’s Church. St Peter’s 
Church was the main church in Peel 
after the cathedral on St Patrick’s 
Isle became  a ruin. 
Did you know? 
When the new cathedral was ready 
in 1893, St Peter’s Church was not 
needed. In the end, it was in such 
bad condition that most of it was 
knocked down in 1958. The clock 
tower and some walls have been 
kept for interest.


